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The Fit of HRM between Taiwan Parent
Company and Mainland Chinese
Subsidiaries in Chinese Context

Huei-Nan Yang
Department of International Business Management, Chienkuo
Technology University

Abstract

Based on the literature discussed above, since past studies rarely explored the fit
of HRM between parent company and its oversea subsidiaries from the perspective of
Chinese context, our study attempts to fill above research gaps. Our study attempts to
explore the fit of HRM between Taiwan parent company and its Mainland Chinese
subsidiaries in Chinese context.

This study selected four international companies from different industries. After
reviewing the relevant literature, a semi-structured, in-depth interview guideline was
developed. The qualitative study, using a multiple case comparison methodology,
involved conducting a series of in-depth interviews with senior managers about the
internationalization process of their company. After holding interviews with the senior
managers from four companies, we analyzed and discussed the results. From this data,
this study developed five relevant propositions and five managerial implications.

Keywords: Chinese Context, Taiwan Parent Company, Mainland Chinese
Subsidiaries, HRM
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The Procedure and Results for
Accreditation of Engineering Programs
——An Empirical Study of Industrial
Engineering and Management
Department in Chienkuo Technology
University

Tai-Chang Hsia Yu-Tung Huang
Department of Industrial Engineering and Management, Chienkuo
Technology University

Abstract

Accreditation Board for Engineering and Technology (ABET) invited five
national organizations with good implementation on accreditation of engineering and
education in the world in 1989 to cosign Washington Accord that expanded the
individual accreditation of engineering and technology education of each country to
become an international coalition. Taiwan joined in the Accord with the name of
Chinese Taipei and became the signatory in 2007. Institute of Engineering Education
Taiwan (IEET) is the organization in charge of the accreditation of engineering and
technology education in Taiwan.

Institute of Engineering Education Taiwan proposed twelve ideas for the
accreditation of engineering and technology education are specified. Within the
colleges and universities in Taiwan, departments or institutes relevant to engineering
and technology education, who have the intention to run the school, could apply for
the accreditation of engineering and technology education to IEET. The accreditation
contains four features, as core ability, continued improvement, interactions between

industries and academics, and international connection. Departments or institutes,
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who participates the accreditation, expect to confirm that with the goal of professional
environment, they could constantly promote the education quality based on the
outcome, cultivate the talents in accordance with industrial demands, and reinforce the
international competitions.

This study is to represent the process of the Department of Industrial
Engineering and Management in ChienKuo Technology University applying for and
implementing the accreditation of engineering programs. With the process, it aims to
make project students understand the benefits of accreditation bringing to the
department as well as to bind up the participating process records as an important
reference to the departments or institutes in other universities who tends to participate

the accreditation in the future.

Keywords: Accreditation Board for Engineering and Technology (ABET),
Washington Accord, Accreditation of Engineering Programs, Core
Ability, International Connection.
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The Impact of Voluntary Earnings
Forecast Disclosure on the
Returns-Earnings Relation

Chiung-Lin Chiu
Department of Accounting and Information Technology,
National Chung Cheng University

Abstract

This paper examines whether the companies’ voluntary earnings forecast
disclosure provide information to investors about future earnings in Taiwanese stocks
market. Employing a future earnings response coefficient methodology, I test the
association between current stock returns and future earnings for firms that voluntarily
disclose their earnings forecast in the current year as compared to firms that disclose
their earnings forecast forced by regulations. Using 1,431 firm-year observations
collected from the Taiwan Economic Journal (TEJ) database for companies listed on
Taiwan Stock Exchange or Gre Tai Securities Market dated from 2000 through 2006; I
find evidence revealing that voluntary earnings forecast disclosure improves the
association between current returns and future earnings. This result implies that a
firm’s voluntary earnings forecast disclosure reveals believable information that is

incorporated into the current returns.

Keywords: Future Earnings Response Coefficient, Voluntary Earnings Forecast
Disclosure, Returns-Earnings Relation
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Study on the Cultural Products for
Creative Design of the Thao Tribe in the
Sun Moon Lake-Take Legends of Owl
for Example

Chin-Min Lin
Assistant Professor, Director of Fashion Imaging Department, MingDao

University

Abstract

This study is to analyze how the legends, of the Taiwanese aboriginal Thao
People, could be utilized in the design of creative commodity design. Case and
narrative studies are used and the data collection involved literature review,
observation, in-depth interviews, and through analysis of actual art-crafts. The
researcher analyzed the literature that involved creative elements of the Thao legends,
first, and then a field trip was taken place, to identify creative products as a reference
of creative design. Cultural theories were then referred to single out some sentiments
and content of legends and to integrate them in the creative designing process.
Advices were then concluded, on the commodity design based on Thao legends. It is
hoped that both living cultural heritage and civil development can be effectively
reached. Thus, the cultural creative industry that belongs to the Thao People might be
possibly established.

Keywords: The Thao Tribe in the Sun Moon Lake, Legends, Creative product,
Cultural creative industry
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The Structural Equation Model of
Service Quality, Members’ Satisfaction
and Loyalty of Taipei Jhong Jheng
Sports Center

Ju-Mei Hung
Chien Kuo Technology University

Abstract

The purpose of the present study was to investigate the relationship among
quality of service, satisfaction, and loyalty of citizen sports center. Three
questionnaires were utilized for data collection including (a) Quality of Service
Inventory; (b) Satisfaction Inventory.and (c) Loyalty Inventory.

The sample was 300 members selected from members participating in Jhong
Jheng sports center in Taipei. From the survey returned, 243, and the recruiting rate is
81.00%. Descriptive statistics, independent sample Structural Equation Model were
computed for data analysis.

The results indicated that quality of service and satisfaction, satisfaction and

loyalty, and satisfaction and loyalty were positively correlated significantly.

Keywords: causal path, Structural Equation Model
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A Studty of Cross-Cultural Rhetorical
Structure on Efl Students’ Reading
Performance

Mei-Ling Lee Tsai-Fu Tsai*
Chienkuo Technology University , Taiwan

Abstract

The study was undertaken to investigate the question; would EFL students’
reading performance be affected by different linguistic contexts when reading
expository texts? It was a comprehension and preference examining whether inductive
versus deductive structure is better understood and preferable for Taiwanese college
freshmen. Specifically, this study, from the perspective of EFL students, explored
whether culture-specific rhetorical structured texts affect EFL students’ reading
comprehension and recall. Four reading passages verified as inductively and
deductively structured, were given to four groups of 163 EFL college freshmen
according to their levels of English reading proficiency. Each groups read two
passages in the opposite structure, either an inductive or deductive structure over a
one week period for two weeks in a row. After reading each passage, four groups of
students answered a set of 10 multiple-choice comprehension questions about the
material covered in that text. The results showed that rhetorical text structure did have
an effect on EFL students’ reading comprehension. The reading text with a deductive
organization was better comprehended by EFL students; they revealed quantitative
differences in favor of the reading passage written with a deductive rhetorical
structure. In addition, the high language proficiency students performed higher within
the two reading passages in both the inductive rhetorical text structure, and in the
deductive rhetorical text structure than did other levels. By comparison, the low
language proficiency group scored lower within the two reading passages both in
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inductive and in deductive structured texts. Nevertheless, Chinese inductive rhetorical
organization did not have cultural-specific preferences on EFL students. This study
also proved that lack of second or foreign language proficiency may then be a primary
cause of poor second language reading.

Key words: rhetorical text structure, inductive rhetorical organization, deductive
rhetorical organization, English reading comprehension
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1. Introduction

Walker (2000) defined reading as “an active process in which readers shift
between sources of information (what they know and what the text says), elaborate
meaning and strategies, check their interpretation (revising when appropriate), and use
the social context to focus their response” (p.4). A variety of factors impact a learner’s
target language reading ability, including target language proficiency and vocabulary
knowledge, familiarity with the text content, and the use of efficient reading strategies.
In addition, the reading process is trait-like and exclusive among individuals, and
requires individual effort and energy. Academic reading requires self-regulation and
monitoring in the form of concrete goals and objectives in order for deep
comprehension. According to Sadoski’s Dual Coded Theory (1997), both mental
imagery and language are important components for reading comprehension. Bonnie,
Carole & Brendan (1989), and Raymond (1993) claimed readers store information
from text in a hierarchical tree structure corresponding to the content structure derived
from an analysis of text. The content structure reveals the pattern of organization of
the content of the passage and illustrates how some ideas are super-ordinate and
others subordinate. Therefore, an understanding and appreciation of text structure
have a critical role in target language reading. Since English reading proficiency is
also a factor in reading comprehension, this study examined the impact of rhetorical
text structure on the reading comprehension performance of Taiwanese EFL students.
Thus based on the stance and interest of this research, the research question was
addressed as below: “Does the rhetorical text structure (inductive versus deductive)
affect the Taiwanese EFL college freshmen’s reading comprehension performance?”

2. Relevant Literature

2.1 Textual Inferences in EFL Reading Comprehension

Reading is an abstract mental activity that involves complex, interactive
processes. It is a matter of making sense of text, of relating written language to what
we know already and to what we want to know among a set of highly structured cues
of different kinds, graphic, phonemic, syntactic, semantic, and the text structure. That
is, the reading texts are “sampled” and predictions are made on the bases of the
reader’s prior syntactic and semantic knowledge. Contrastive rhetoric researchers
have shed lights on the awareness of discourse-level structures in different languages
(Grabe & Kapan, 1989; Leki, 1991, 1992). Contrastive rhetoric suggests the need for
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the teachers to be aware of the differing cultural, linguistic, and rhetorical traditions
that students bring with them (Leki, 1992), and some believed that cultural
background influences the organization of discourse (Schiefele & Krapp, 1996; Chi,
1997), and the values of culture can be created by language use, its various realization,
different text-types and discourse forms, vice versa. The structure of the text also
impacts reading comprehension. Williams (1992) cited Muth (1987) who found that
students, who use their knowledge of text structure, remember more important ideas
and concepts. Stone and Hinzer (1985) studied language patterns with
Spanish-speaking groups, and with initial English-speaking groups. The lowest scores
on retelling and text comprehension were the ones most unlike the readers’ initial
language. Since reader’s use of text structure can affect the success of reading, factors
that might facilitate the use of text structure have been investigated by many
researchers. Tina and Tyler (1990) examined how reader’s use of text structure affects
encoding and recall. The results showed that good comprehenders took an immediate
recall when texts conformed to their expectations for well-organized discourse
structure. According to “psychological classification” (Spiro & Taylor, 1980), the
skeletal structure for organizing the information in a text can be categorized as
follows:

1. underlying structure (order and hierarchy),

2. relevance of preexisting structural knowledge,

3. form of linguistic expression (readability, sentence complexity, metaphor,

and so on),

4. content and semantic organization (abstract, concrete, real, hypothetical,

complex, single, explicit, implicit, and so on),

5. relevance and availability of preexisting content knowledge (the impact of

personal experience and knowledge),

6. discourse function (the purpose of a passage),

7. subsequent use, and

8. extra textual support (p.171).

According to research on teaching English for Academic Purposes (EAP, 1990),
text characteristics significantly impact reading comprehension. When readers’
rhetorical schema correspond to readers’ preexisting knowledge, a sense of textual
coherence occurs (Chu & Charney, 2002). However, when readers encounter
unfamiliar or unexpected organizational structures, they may possess a different
rhetorical schema, which in turn may result in problems with comprehension of
readers. Historical, social, political factors, as well as cultural and language
background determine the organizational structure of the written text (Norment, 1986).
The contrastive rhetoric can also be the predicting of reading problems that face EFL
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learners. Readers in different cultures are accustomed to reading texts organized in
certain ways. Factors regarding cultural differences include content (background
knowledge) schema, formal (textual) schema, and linguistic (language) schema, and
the differences between cultures and rhetorical patterns that influence the learners’
foreign or second language reading, as well as the second language learner’s writing
in the second language.

2.2 The Contrast of Textual and Linguistic Components for
Expository Texts

Many students designated as good readers, who organized their recall of a
passage in the same manner as the author of the passage, remembered more than
readers who did not follow the text structure (Zima de Mora, 1993; Hartley & Sydes,
1997). A study by Kintsch and Yarbrough (1982) and Mika (1994) revealed that text
structure affects reading comprehension. Fukuoka (1998) conducted an experiment
with 35 native Japanese readers; found that inductive organization is a culturally
preferred structure from the Japanese writer’s perspective as previous studies have
shown. Another study conducted by Chu, Swaffar, & Charney (2002) on the
expository prose for reading recall and text perception of four English passages,
employing different rhetorical structural texts to 240 Chinese EFL college students.
The results found that rhetorical convention did have an overall effect on Chinese
students’ reading comprehension because EFL college students are more familiar with
their L1 rhetorical conventions than those of L2.

2.3The Morphology of Chinese

For Chinese native speakers, learning English as a foreign language demands
negotiating unfamiliar syntactic, semantic, and phonological systems. English is an
alphabetic language; its writing system uses letters and letter clusters to represent
speech sounds. Chinese, on the other hand, employs an ideographic writing system,
which includes a large number of both simple and complex characters. The meaning
component of Chinese characters, called the radical, provides information about the
general category of meaning to which a morpheme belongs. The role of the radical is
essential in helping the reader determine the specific meaning of unfamiliar words
(Hannas, 1997). Not all arbitrary combinations of strokes and radicals form acceptable
characters, as with alphabetic writing systems, there are orthographic rules that govern
the construction of Chinese characters (A recent dictionary contains 43,000 of them).
Chinese makes no use of grammatical devices to mark number, gender, or case
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relations between nouns, or nouns and verbs. There are no case markings, no
agreement markings, and no tense suffixes. Thus, context plays a crucial role in
reading Chinese.

Written Chinese is composed of strings of lexical morphemes known as
characters; a character can be a word or can be combined with other character(s) to
form new words. For example, the character & by itself means speech or word.
However, combined with F’,, it forms the word gﬁ “speeches”, or “talks”; combined
with ?’ it forms the word ?ﬁ “language”. About 55 percent of all Chinese words are

—yy

comprised of a single character; 40 percent of the words use two characters and 5
percent have three or more characters (Sun et al Morita & Stark 1985). Finally, the
position of the radical on the right side of a character is more important than that on
the left side (Zhu & Taft, 1994).

2.4 Chinese Expository Text Structure

Western rhetoric follows a deductive line of reasoning in which general
statements are stated before supporting statements. “English rhetorical style flows
directly, is uninterrupted, and is never digressive. The content of the paragraph is
presented in the topic sentence, and the thoroughly related subsequent information is
developed to support that statement, with caution taken to avoid veering away from its
focus” (Zima De Mora, 1993, p.10). Chinese rhetoric, on the other hand, organizes
ideas inductively; supporting statements are given first, leading to general statements
explicitly stated. Chinese expository writers tend to express their ideas indirectly
through a discussion of a topic in order to avoid appearing dogmatic or overly direct
(Fukuoka & Spyridakis, 1999, Hinds, 1983; Mohan & Lo, 1985). In a highly
hierarchical and authoritarian society like that of traditional China, this indirect
discourse style may well have originated as a safety measure against being punished
for speaking directly and later became a culturally-valued writing style (Bao,1990). In
contrast, English tend to be direct, easier to master and requires less effort to
comprehend the text.

Chinese culture has been influenced by Confucianism, putting more value on
social harmony and social cohesion, while Western societies have been influenced by
“the welfare of the individual” (Kirkpatrick, 1995). Thus, an English reader of
Chinese rhetoric may think that Chinese text does not state ideas as clearly and
concisely as would an English text. A reader of Chinese rhetoric has more
responsibility for elaboration, making inferences, and imposing clarity.

Some scholars have argued that not all Chinese expository writing is
indirect and implicit, but that deductive styles of writing do appear in Chinese rhetoric
for as statements of request or polemical arguments (Normant, 1986; Mika, 1994;
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Chen, 1986). The inductive rhetorical text structure is only one of the styles that exist
in modern Chinese rhetoric (Cheng, 1993; Chu, Swaffar & Charney, 2002).
Nevertheless, the traditional rhetorical organization for Chinese expository text
remains inductive and is based on classical Chinese poetry. It is considered an
appropriate style and follows the “Chi-cheng-jwan-he” mode. Chi means “beginning,
introduction,” Cheng means “following, development,” Jwan means “twisting,
turning,” and He means “closing, conclusion”. Comparatively speaking, these features
of Chinese texts are seen as artful and gentle, as opposed to what is considered to be a
fundamentally more aggressive and more assertive Western writing style. Linguists
have described Chinese writing as like a “spiral coil” that starts outside the topic and
moves upward and inward (Kaplan, 1966; Mohan & Lo, 1985). The art of rhetoric in
Chinese rhetorical text writing emphasizes repeating set phrases and maxims
(Matalene, 1985).

3. Methodology

3.1 Reading Texts

The purpose of this study examined the effects of cultural specific expository
rhetorical text structures on English reading comprehension performance by
Taiwanese EFL college freshmen. Two English reading passages, “Chen-Ho” and
“The Ancient Romans” were used in this study. These two texts were each written in
two rhetorical structures. Therefore, there were four texts in all. One version
employed the Chinese inductive rhetorical structure, and the other version was written
in the English deductive rhetorical structure. Thus, there were four texts in all. To
create the Chinese inductive text structure, the following rubric was employed
(appendix A & B):

1. Provide a series of supporting details first, gradually moving toward the general
statement, or main idea at the end of the passage.

2. Insert transitional words or function words such as but, therefore, although, even,
however, in addition, and since between sentences to make the reading passage
more coherent.

3. End the passage with sentences containing the main idea.

To create the deductive text structure, these steps were followed:
Identify the main idea and place it in the first sentence of the reading passage.
Order sentences containing supporting details such that the details in a
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descending order of importance.
3. Add conjunctive adverbs such as but, therefore, although, even, however, in
addition, and since to make the reading passage more coherent.

The English deductive rhetorical structures were developed by presenting the
main idea at the beginning of the text, followed by supporting ideas in subsequent
paragraphs. Transitional words such as “but, therefore, although, even, however, in
addition, and since” were used to increase cohesion.

3.2 Participants

The participants in this study consisted of a total of a 163 EFL students at a
public technology university in the central part of Taiwan. All of the participants were
non-English freshmen majors (112 males and 51 females) their majors were varied,
including Industrial Design, Mechanical, Chemical, Electronic, Civil, and Information
Engineering, or Computer Science. There were half as many female as male
participants in this sample (51 females versus 112 males) because these college
majors tend not to attract as many Taiwanese female students as male students.
Participants were randomly selected from twenty-four classes--four classes of students
from four sets of six classrooms representing four levels of English proficiency,
according to their English test scores on the Taiwanese “Joint College Entrance
Examination”. 41 of the high English reading proficiency group of participants,
designated as Group A (14 females and 27 males), 39 of the above average
proficiency group (8 females and 31 males; this was Group B; 42 of the average
proficiency group (25 females and 17 males, designated as Group C, and 41 of the
low English proficiency group (4 females and 37 males); this was Group D. All
participants were required to take a "College Freshmen English Reading™ class as part
of their program. The distributions of the participants were shown in Table 1.

Table 1 Description of Groups by Genders

Male Female Total
Groups N Percent N Percent N Percent
A 27 24.1 14 27.5 41 25.1
B 31 27.7 8 15.7 39 23.9
C 17 15.2 25 49.0 42 25.8
D 37 33.0 4 7.8 41 25.2
Total 112 100.0 51 100.0 163 100.0
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3.3 Data Collection and Results

This study was conducted by the researcher during two sessions in a roll to
gather the data. Each week participants from each English reading proficiency level
read one of the two expository texts written in either the inductive or deductive
rhetorical structure, then answered a set of 10 multiple-choice comprehension
questions. Participants were told to carefully read the texts and were allowed to
proceed through the comprehension questions at their own pace. The same procedures
were followed in the second session. First, the Statistic Package for the Social Science
(SPSS) version 12.0 for windows was used to answer the research questions to
explore the effects of cultural specific expository rhetorical text structures on English
reading comprehension performance by Taiwanese EFL college freshmen. Secondly,
ANOVA was conducted to explore the effects of rhetorical text structure on the
participants’ reading comprehension. As shown in Table 2, there was no significant
difference in reading comprehension performance based upon rhetorical text structure
(p = .059).

Table 2 ANOVA Tests of Between-Subjects Effects of Reading Comprehension

Performance of Rhetorical Structured Texts (Inductive Verses Deductive)

Source Mean Squares df F P
Intercept 6058 1 1187.88 .000
InDe 18.25 1 3.58 .059

InDe = Inductive versus deductive structured text

Table 3 showed the results of rhetorical text structure and reading comprehension
test among four groups. The participants’ mean comprehension scores for the
deductive and the inductive reading passages (Deductive: M = 455, SD = 2.29;
Inductive: M = 4.08, SD = 2.24) were not significantly different at p<.05. A secondary
examination considering the reading comprehension scores by the four reading groups
suggested that participants in Groups B and D found it more difficult to answer the
comprehension questions after reading the inductively-structured texts (see Table 3).
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Table 3 Means and Standard Divisions for Rhetorical Text Structure- Inductive Verses

Deductive of the Reading Comprehension Tests by Four Groups

Inductive Deductive
Group M SD M SD
A 4.29 2.26 5.22 2.59
B 3.85 1.91 4.31 2.04
C 4.29 2.31 457 2.00
D 3.88 2.45 4.10 2.39
Overall mean 4.08 2.24 4.55 2.29

Tables 3 and 4 revealed quantitative differences in the performances of reading
comprehension tests of the reading passage written with an inductive verses deductive
rhetorical structure. In addition, participants’ mean comprehension scores for the
deductive and the inductive reading passages (Deductive: M = 455, SD = 2.29;
Inductive: M = 4.08, SD = 2.24) were not significantly different at p<.05.

Table 4 Means and Standard Divisions for Rhetorical Text Structure- Inductive \Verses

Deductive of the Reading Comprehension Tests

M SD
Inductive 4.08 2.24
Deductive 4.55 2.29

4. Discussion, Conclusion, Implication, and

Recommendations

This study examined how rhetorical text structure impacted the participants’
reading comprehension performance. Results of the study revealed that reading
proficiency was related to English reading proficiency. Participants at the higher level
were capable of doing better on reading comprehension performances than
lower-reading-ability participants. However, the rhetorical structure of a text
(inductive versus deductive) was not associated with the reading comprehension
performance. The findings of this study did not support the previous studies have
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shown as the claim of Fukuoka (1998) suggested that an inductive organization is a
culturally preferred structure from the Japanese writer’s perspective and Ricento
(1989) reported that inductive organization was a better rhetorical style for native
Taiwanese EFL college students reading English expository texts. This study found
that the participants’ reading comprehension performance was nearly identical for the
two texts written inductively and deductively. However, the difference approached
significance at the p =.059 level. Several possible reasons could be: One, the
participants were adult EFL learners who had acquired basic English knowledge over
many years of reading English texts organized both inductively and deductively; thus,
they were capable of adjusting to contrasting rhetorical organizations. Two, given the
large standard deviation scores for each group, perhaps some of the participants in
each reading level were strongly motivated to answer the questions, while others
completed the exercises rashly, since there was no grade-count on this practice. Three,
although a rubric was employed to develop the inductive and deductive versions of
each reading text, the two rhetorical text structures may not have been sufficiently
different in organizational structure to impact the reading comprehension test scores.
Four, the participants may regard the reading task as a language problem to be solved
rather than as a test of their reading comprehension.

On the other hand, the result showed that a deductive organization was better
comprehended by native Taiwanese EFL college readers. These reasons could be
ascribed to 1. Participants felt that the deductive passage would help them understand
the content more easily. Since, in the deductive texts, the main ideas were presented
earlier, which helped the EFL readers to grasp the central point of the passage and
organize details more successfully. 2. Authentic English reading has been one of the
compulsory courses for EFL readers for years and most English texts are structured
deductively; Thus, deductive passage wrote its general statement toward the beginning
or at about the middle which helped them to grasp the main theme and ideas. 3.
Perhaps the indirectness of the inductive paragraphs made it more difficult to identify
text details, needed to select correct answers on the reading texts. Since the findings
revealed the English reading processing in terms of rhetorical organization was not
language specific, it might be interesting for Chinese instructors in a Chinese class to
discern whether inductive or deductive organizational structure provide an easier way
for students to grasp the main theme. This would be easier to determine if the reading
passages were written in Chinese and topic familiarity kept uniform. Future studies
could explore whether students’ reading comprehension was improved if they were
given information about the organizational structure of a text before reading it.
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Appendix A

Inductive and Deductive Rhetorical Structure for “Chen-Ho”

1. Cheng Ho (Inductive)

Between 1405 and 1433 Chinese emperors sent seven large expeditions to the
Indian Ocean. They brought back goods and information from South Asia, the Middle
East and East Africa.

Cheng Ho was the leader of the expeditions sent out in the early 1400’s. His ship
was four hundred and forty-four feet long. It was far larger than any European ship of
that time. The fleet included treasure ships loaded with gold, porcelain (%), and
other valuable goods. To protect the treasure ships from enemies and pirates, Cheng
Ho had large warships armed with canons. More than three hundred ships sailed in the
first expedition.

One ship came back from Arabia with a dromedary, a camel with one hump.
Camels with two humps were common in China, but a one-hump camel was a rare
animal to be shown in a zoo. Even more unusual than the dromedary (ff#EE) was
a giraffe. Lions, leopards, and rhinoceroses were also brought back to China. Along
with unusual animals for the emperor's zoo, the treasure ships returned to China
loaded with rare woods, ivory, pearls, and incense. The seven trips of Cheng Ho took
him to the islands of Southeast Asia and to the coasts of India and Arabia.

The people of China learned much about the world from the Chinese sailors.

However, by 1433 the emperors of China felt they had whatever they needed at
home. The Chinese felt that their country was the most highly developed land in the
world, and that all other countries were inferior. Since the emperors felt there was
nothing to be gained by sending expeditions to faraway places, the ships in the once
great Chinese fleet were not repaired or replaced. When the Portuguese arrived in East
Asia in the early 1500s, China no longer had a powerful fleet.
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2. Cheng Ho (Deductive)

Between 1405 and 1433 Chinese emperors sent seven large expeditions to the
Indian Ocean. However, when the Portuguese arrived in East Asia in the early 1500s,
China no longer had a powerful fleet. Although the people of China had learned much
about the world from Chinese sailors in the early 1400’s, the Chinese felt that their
country was the most highly developed land in the world, and that all other countries
were inferior. As a result, after the 1433 expedition, the emperors saw no reason to
send ships to other lands. Since the emperors felt there was nothing to be gained by
sending expeditions to faraway places, the ships in the once great Chinese fleet were
not repaired or replaced.

Cheng Ho was the leader of the expeditions sent out in the early 1400’s. They
brought back goods and information from South Asia, the Middle East and East
Africa.

More than three hundred ships sailed in this first expedition. Cheng Ho’s ship
was four hundred and forty-four feet long. It was far larger than any European ship of
that time. The fleet included treasure ships loaded with gold, porcelain, and other
valuable goods. Cheng Ho also had large warships armed with cannons to protect the
treasure ships from enemies and pirates.

The seven trips of Cheng Ho took him to the islands of Southeast Asia and to the
coasts of India and Arabia. The treasure ships returned to China loaded with rare
woods, ivory, pearls, incense and unusual animals for the emperor's zoo. Lions,
leopards, and rhinoceroses were brought back to China. One ship came back from
Arabia with a dromedary (H"#EEEE), a camel with one hump. Camels with two
humps were common in China, but a one-hump camel was a rare animal to be shown
in a zoo. Even more unusual than the dromedary was a giraffe.

However, after 1433 the emperors of China sent no more expeditions to distant
places. They felt they had whatever they needed at home.

Multiple-Choice Questions:
Use the passage above to answer the following questions:
_____.1. This passage is mainly about

a. wars in the Far East in the 1400s

b. sea expeditions and their impact on Far East history

c. European sea expeditions to the Far East

d. how western diseases were brought to the Far East
______.2.Which country was first to explore the Indian Ocean and the Western
Pacific?

a. Japan

b. Portugal
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c. Philippines
d. China
_.3. After 1433 the ships in the great fleet?
a. sailed around the world.
b. were not replaced or repaired.
c. were used as warships.
d. were preserved and are now museums.
______.4. How did the travelers protect themselves?
a. they took along warships.
b. they sailed far out into the sea, away from the coast
c. they carried goods to bribe unfriendly tribes
d. they sailed only at night.
______.5. Why did expeditions to foreign countries stop after 1433?
a. because they had no money.
b. because they thought they were superior to other countries.
c. because the ships were old and unsafe.
d. because of the dangers of sea travel.
_____.6. How many ships sailed in the first expedition?
a. more than 300 ships.
b. more than 400 ships.
c. 100 ships.
d. 7 ships.
______.7.Which of the following things were not a part of the treasure that ships
brought back?
a. fabrics.
b. pearls.
c. leopards.
d. ivory
_____.8.The largest ship in the fleet was
a. over two hundred feet
b. over three hundred feet
c. over four hundred feet
d. over five hundred feet
_____.9. What made the “dromedary” special?
a. its odd color..
b. its hump.
c. its size
d. its unusual smell
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_.10. How many trips did the explorer make altogether?
a. five .
b. six
C. seven
d. more than seven

Appendix B

Inductive and Deductive Rhetorical Structure for “The Ancient Romans”

1. .The Ancient Romans (Inductive)

The ancient Romans were very busy conquering other nations and forming them
into a rapidly growing empire. Thus, they didn’t have much time to spend on abstract
thinking.

In addition, they were limited by their numbering system; they did all their
mathematics on an abacus (§%#), the ancient form of the modern calculator. Why?
Try to multiply XI by LVII, or to divide CXLIII by LX; it simply cannot be done with
pencil and paper. Consequently, the features of their numbering system made it
difficult to study pure mathematics. For these two reasons then the Romans didn’t
spend much time studying philosophy and pure mathematics.

While the Romans invented useful items, they did very little scientific thinking.
For example, they used the iron they produced mainly for weapons, rather than for
building construction. Because they were often at war, many of their inventions were
only improvements in the design of Greek weapons that they already knew about.

The Romans, it turns out, were smart students of Greek mathematics. They used
their knowledge to build fine bridges, roads, waterways, and public buildings. But
they cared less about philosophy and pure mathematics than did the Greeks. In
general, the ancient Romans were a practical people. They were the best of the ancient
engineers and architects.

2. The Ancient Romans (Deductive)
In general, the ancient Romans were a practical people. They cared less about
philosophy and pure mathematics than did the Greeks. The Romans were the best of
the ancient engineers and architects. They were smart students of Greek mathematics,
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and they used their knowledge to build fine bridges, roads, water ways, and public
buildings. The iron they produced was used mainly for weapons, rather than for
building construction.

While the Romans invented useful items, they did very little thinking about
scientific theory because they were often at war. Consequently, many of their
inventions were only improvements in the design of Greek weapons that they already
understood.

There are two reasons that the Romans didn’t spend much time studying
philosophy and pure mathematics. First, they were too busy conquering nearby
nations and forming them into a rapidly growing empire. They didn’t want to waste
much time on abstract thinking. Second, they were limited by their numbering system.
Try to multiply XI by LVII or to divide CXLIII by LX; it simply cannot be done with
pencil and paper. Because of this, the Romans did all of their mathematics on an
abacus (j %), the ancient form of the modern calculator. The features of their
numbering system made it difficult to study pure mathematics.

Multiple-Choice Questions:
Use the passage above to answer the following questions:
_____ 1. The author calls the Romans “practical” because they
a. cared little about philosophy
b. applied their knowledge
c. saw the necessity for developing science theories
d. studied the past and learned from it
_____.2.The ancient Romans concerned themselves with
a. developing new mathematical systems
b. inventing new types of war machines
c. engineering tasks, such as expanding cities and constructing large buildings
d. using Greek inventions to expand their empire
___.3.According to the passage, during construction, the Romans made extensive
use of
a. iron tools and materials
b. mathematics
c. animal power
d. concrete and wood
______ 4. Many Roman inventions were based on Greek weapons because the
a. Greeks proved themselves to be inspired inventors
b. Greeks were excellent fighters
¢. Romans liked to copy other nations
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d. Romans were involved in frequent wars
______ 5. The Romans were considered a practical people because they
a. were constantly at war
b. used a special type of numerical system
c. had little interest in philosophy and pure mathematics
d. used ordinary construction techniques
_____ 6. The passage says that the Roman numerical system
a. discouraged the study of mathematics
b. was too flexible
c. was very much like the Greek system
d. prevented them from governing a large empire.
___T1.We can describe the Roman numerical system as
a. backward
b. advanced
c. simple
d. difficult
____ 8. Ironwas used by the Romans for
a. construction tools and weapons
b. cooking and construction
c. weapons only
d. medical instruments
____9.The Romans used an abacus because
a. it was inexpensive to make
b. it made multiplying and dividing easy
c. the Greeks used an abacus
d. it made the study of pure mathematics easier
___.10. The author of this selection probably wanted to explain why the Romans
a. built such wonderful buildings.
b. were not interested in philosophy
c. invented many new scientific theories.
d. were great philosophers.
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